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‘Shereen Salam i principal of the new Amana Academy.

Start-up charter
school to teach
Arabic languag

By DIANE R, STEPP called Expeditionary Learniny
dstepp@alc.com
Russ and Dee Dee Thomas [:
were Tooking for_ something
different for theis
Lindsay's education.
She had a good st n kin-
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North Elementary, but_the
“Thomascs were intrigued with
2 Fullon County starl-up 9
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5 & |5
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a Lindergarten through sixth  product is much belter,” e
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SorthFuton. 'Af the end o cach project,
mana Academy will be studenls wil report their |
u x V' theyve
sehiool in Georgia. The Fuiton  learned. to-sssembled. class-
County public  school il matesand parents. ]
G 0TI IR0 o with startup ;
Struction cach day. T willbe  One of the school's part- |
e two schools n the  nes, the  Challahooehee |
statcto teachthe language.  Natire Center, il send staff |
Nort: Atanta High offers to help students start their | 3
Arabic in s rigorous college-  own on-campus garden as her
prep International Bacealau-  students begin a study of soil | 3
e prog ce, miadle school scencs
e teacher o
orkout for the brain Students will keep he same
Arabic is one o the hardest teacher for two. Ye: E
languages to. leam, experts  approach that's cal
say. Reading is from right to in- education circles. School
e, y 8 organizers p- | Y
chatacter alphabet bear no arate boys and s in later
Tesemblan C rades, but that part of the |
“Both i charter proposal was nixed by | F]
be working,” principal She- w |
reen Salam said as she looked . |

2t a colorful mumber chart 4 did the Ful
with animals and fruits, like  County school board. Fulton
those typically seen inkinder-  will monitor the school’s

progess i
Sclam's ecucational world- | Amana_students will_be
ciew developed she held to the same state festing | 3
taught diplomats’ children at  standards as those in other
ounty schools, @d |
Eypl. Beore tal, she earmed  Lie district will keep an eve on
2 master's n school admins-  Lhe school’s budgel as well, | )
tration from Columbia Uni-  said Annie Duvall, who over- |
versily in New York. She's  sces charter schools for the | 3
taught in New York City  Fulton school distict
2nd i Fulton and Cobb coun- d white pla )
ies. Hor parents are Egyptian;  forms wil be the dress for
che was bor in Atlanta and ~ students, d
speaks Arabic flunly. “The start-up charter will be
s unusual s the chance to ~ funded on a pe-pupil basis by
arn Arabic might be, that's County schools as tax | !
not the only factor that dollars follow students who |
sitracted the Thomases. “It  live in the county. The state s
was. probably third on our helping witha $400,000 fec= | off
list,” said Russ Thomas, an eral grant for start-up, and
cr. The big draw the ' school 2
was the way kids wil be $150,000 Walton Foundation |
said

textbooks than on learning  Last weekend, parents

reading, writing, math, sci- pitched in to move desks, pull

ence and social studies weeds and help set up eduip
e beginniny

through  active, is-on g of the.
projects that typically last school year. “It was a very
cight f010 weeks diverse group, a great mix of

The teaching approach, people,” Thomas said.
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