
 

Newell Recycling, SeaWorld/Busch Gardens 

Habitat for Humanity 

 

Amana Academy the challenge is on!  Please bring in your aluminum cans  

from November 15, 2007-March 15, 2008.   Amana can won $300 towards environmental  

resources and a special presentation  with live animals from Sea World/Busch Gardens.  

 

Last year, as a crew we collected 21,978 cans  weighting 666 pounds. 

 

This year we need to collect more cans and demonstrate what it means to be   

environmental stewards!!! 
 

Thank you for supporting Amana’s Environmental & Civic Responsibility mis-
sion an The Natural World, an Expeditionary Learning Outward Bound Princi-
ple by continuing to bring in Cans for Cash all year long. 
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January 11, 2008 

 

WHAT ARE WE LEARNING IN PHYSICAL EDUCATION & ADVENTURE 
GAMES?  

Our focus these  first two weeks back to school are reviewing teambuilding and co-
operation/ communication skills.  We discussed six main “rules” or elements to our 
games. Be here, Play safe, play fair, set goals, be honest, let go and move on.   Ask 
your child what each one might look like, sound like, feel like.  What activity did your 
class do that involved communication or fair play?  How do you let go and move on 
when you feel someone has not been honest in the game?  Ivan will be the lead 
coach for 6th graders this semester  itcherepov@amanaacademy.org  

and Maria is the lead coach for 7/8 graders 
mvaughan@amanaacademy.org  Please contact us with any concerns or medical 
notes 



 

Humanities 

From the desk of Ms. Spears: 

Welcome back!  Second semester has 
already been very busy.  This week, we 
have studied the events leading up to 
the Revolutionary War.  Students read, 
took notes, and wrote two newspaper 
articles describing the events from dif-
ferent viewpoints.  In addition, they re-
searched famous Revolutionary War-era 
quotes and found out who said them 
and why.   

 

Next week we have the MGWA 
(Middle Grades Writing Assess-
ment) on Wednesday the 16th.  
Students took a practice test today and 
will have the results Monday.  Please 
make sure your student sleeps on Tues-
day night and eats a good breakfast on 
Wednesday morning.   
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8th Grade News 

  Miss H’s Science Corner Science 

       January 11, 2008 

8th Science 

 This week the 8th graders began their semester applying the knowledge they gained in the first semester in both 
science and math. They are exploring speed, velocity and acceleration in terms of values and not just concepts. This has 
been a challenging yet exciting endeavor for the 8th graders. Next week we will have two experiment activities where the stu-
dents will draw out their own data to produce the above mentioned values. 

 We are also quickly embarking on the power and force of magnets. And will quickly move into a unit on both series 
and parallel circuits. Both of these concepts will be revisited later in the semester during our upcoming expedition, 
“Building it Green.” 

Math 

From the desk of Mrs. Locurto: 

Happy New Year!! I am sure 2008 will be a great year at 
Amana.  In the eighth grade students came back to school 
ready and rested.  Well most of them did, I had one stu-
dent who was sick the first 2 days back.  We really missed 
her as we talked about what fun we had over break and 
what our goals for the New Year were.   

The math goals for the immediate future include a short 
but intense look at algebra equations again.  The students 
are beginning a unit in science that requires that they ap-
ply their algebra skills, so a quick review was in order.  
Since we needed to review this skill I also decided to in-
troduce the students to inequalities.  Students solved for 
inequalities this week and graphed their solutions on the 
number line.  The eighth grade will have a test on this on 
Tuesday, January 15th.   

As well as inequalities, the students have been reviewing 
their mid-term exams and making corrections.  Next week 
after the test on inequalities the students will begin a new 
Connected Math unit, Growing, Growing, Growing.  This 
unit will include exponential growth and decay as well as 
scientific notation. 

 

ATTENTION!!! ATTENTION!!! Great News!!!!!  ALEKS has 
arrived!!!! Those students whose parents were interested 
in them having access to ALEKS will receive all the infor-
mation and a lesson on using ALEKS early next week. 

 
 



Humanities 

From the desk of Ms. Spears: 

Welcome back!  We’ve had a busy start 
to the semester.   

 

At the beginning of the week, we read 
stories about ordinary people who did 
extraordinary things.  Then, we wrote a 
persuasive essay about who should win 
the award for “hero of the year.”   

 

In Social Studies, we continued our 
study of Islam and its influence.  We 
studied the life of Muhammad, and we 
learned about the five pillars of Islam.  
We also began studying Muslim poetry.  
Students read, took notes, and answered 
questions.  Next week we will study the 
spread of Islam and its major contribu-
tions to the world.  
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Miss H’s Science Corner January 11, 2008 

 

7th Science 

Welcome Back, we are off and rolling here in the seventh grade room this week. We start our new 
semester with a unit on Evolution. Preparing students with facts and understanding of theories is on 

the agenda. We are using the streaming videos from PBS to aid us in our quest, as well as some “hands-on” activities and 
computer simulations. We will try to explore and study evolution just like the scientists still do: whether in the ground in the 
form of fossils, or under the microscope peering as bacteria.  

It is no secret that the title alone “Theory of Evolution” brings controversy. So please talk with your son or 
daughter about this heavy topic, keeping straight the science behind an evolving and changing world, and the values we all 
hold dear. 

For more information check out: www.pbs.org/wgbh/evolution, we will be using some of these tools, but not all. 

 

Thanks, Miss H 

7th Grade News 

M I DDLE  S CHOOL NEWS  

Math 

From the desk of Mrs. Locurto: 

Happy New Year seventh grade parents!  I am ex-
cited about 2008 and all the success that we will 
have at Amana.  In the seventh grad students began 
the New Year reviewing the mid-term exam that they 
took before the winter break.  The students worked 
in pairs and solved about 10 problems together, writ-
ing an explanation as well as showing the correct 
work.  This correction packet will be photocopied for 
all the students and put into their math binders.  The 
students then began a review of Order of Operations 
with whole numbers.  It was gratifying for me as 
their teacher to see how many of them remember 
the order and could then apply it using decimals, 
fractions and negative numbers.  The seventh grade 
will continue to practice order of operations into next 
week and be prepared to take a test by Thursday, 
January 17th.  After the test we will explore the dis-
tributive property and then my favorite unit, solving 
one a two step algebra equations. 

ATTENTION!!! ATTENTION!!! Great News!!!!!  ALEKS 
has arrived!!!! Those students whose parents were 
interested in them having access to ALEKS will re-
ceive all the information and a lesson on using 
ALEKS early next week. 
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6th Grade News 

 Humanities 

From the desk of Mr. Credi:  

Math 

Sixth grade has welcomed in the New Year in math with an introduction to all computation 
skills using decimals.  We have spent time in class learning that in addition and subtraction of 
decimals the decimal point and place values need to be lined up before adding or subtract-
ing.  We solved many problems together and wrote the steps necessary to perform these op-
erations in our notes.  The students were careful to include in their steps for subtraction to 
use zero as a place holder to allow for easier regrouping.   

 

We then moved forward to tackle multiplication and division with decimals.  Multiplication 
was a lesson in keeping things simple.  As you probably remember, unlike addition and sub-
traction there is no need to line up place values in multiplication.  The natural inclination to 
line up the decimal points showed students how easily mistakes can happen when they use 
zero as a place holder and then have multiple zeros to multiply with.  It is much less confus-
ing and more accurate to leave the decimal point out of the computation and put it in the ap-
propriate spot in the answer.    

 

As the week came to a close students began working on long division with whole number divi-
sors.  Next week students will be introduced to division with decimal divisors.  A Monday quiz 
is scheduled covering the decimal computation outlined above. 

 



Dear Parents 
During this semester, our middle school students will be preparing for their First 
Arabic Expedition.  
The expedition is about “Student like me in the Arab world” 
They will start with a general overview about the Arab countries. They will be work-
ing individually and in groups to research and collect information about particular 
countries.  
Also, they will be given specific homework to do and they will be responsible for 
every bit of assignment they will have to do in class and at home. 
We started this week by explaining the whole project for them, and our expecta-
tions. Then we moved to brainstorm the Arab countries and their capitals. Next 
Week the hard work starts where students will have to look on the internet for pic-
ture, facts, tourist Features and any interesting information they can find. They will 
have to fill a paper with the name of the country, its location, the capital, the cur-
rency used and the time difference when compared with the US. Students have to 
work hard to come out with a final project that will be shared with the whole class 
at the end of every assignment.  
Also, we will be talking about Food, and this will take us to visit “the Mediterranean 
Grill “ on the 21st or 28th of February where students will be assigned to look for 
Arabic food or products. We will send you further information about the field study 
when we get closer. Also, related to Food we will be having a luncheon at school 
where parents will be volunteering to cook Arabic Dishes and bring it to school on 
a specific Day that will be scheduled later. 
By working on this expedition, students will be traveling “around the Arab World 
“and imagining what a middle school student might be doing in another country. 
They will get to open up to other cultures and countries. They will compare and 
contrast important facts, and mostly they will have fun researching, discovering 
and creating… 
Expect more information concerning the expedition, till then… 
Please e-mail us your concerns and suggestions, and encourage your children to 
review class work and to do their homework… 

Thank you 
The Arabic Department 
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Arabic News 6th, 7th, and 8th 

M I DDLE  S CHOOL NEWS  



January Calendar 

 

Wednesday, January 16         MGWA for 8th grade 

Monday, January 21                                NO SCHOOL (MLK Day) 

Wednesday, January 23                       6th grade to Nat’l Archives 

Tuesday, January 22         7th and 8th to GA Nature Center 

Saturday, January 26         Board Meeting (9:30am-12:30pm) 

 

 

February Calendar 

Tuesday, February 5                     6th grade to ATL History Cntr 

Tuesday, February 12        Progress Reports go home 

Wednesday, February 13        6th grade to Carlos Museum 

Monday, February 18        NO SCHOOL (President’s Day) 

Saturday, February 23        Board Meeting (9:30am-12:30pm) 

 

Middle School Crew 

 

7/8th Grade 
Mrs. LoCurto, Ms. Heimerl &  

Ms. Spears 

 
6th Grade 
Mrs. Dhillon & Mr. Credi 

 
Specialists 

Ms. Vaughan, Ms. Curtis, Mr. 
Tcherepov, Ms. Eman, Ms. Hana, 
Ms. Djaouida, & Ms. Singh 

 
Administration 

Ms. Mohler, Ms. McLean, Ms. Niam 
& Ms. Maher 

MY AMANA – MY SERVICE TO AMANA  
Here is an easy way for you, as a parent, to fulfill your community responsibility:  Volun-
teer!!! 

* Amana Volunteer Coordinator Donna Schindler donnaschindlerpcc@yahoo.com 
* Middle School Volunteer & Chaperone Field Studies – contact your child’s 

homeroom teacher 
* Parent Volunteers are coming in on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 

around 11:30 AM.   
Have you given volunteer hours to Amana yet?   
There is plenty to do.  Please contact Jean-Jacques Credi at 

jcredi@amanaacademy.org  
* After School Program - contact Coach Ivan at itcherepov@amanaacademy.org   
* Crossing Guards - email Brooke Heimerl at bheimerl@amanaacademy.org 

 

Stewardship Is Following Our Responsibility Agreements: 

Mutual Respect, Attentive Listening, Appreciation/No Put-
Downs, Right to Pass 



 

6th Grade Field Studies 

 

 

1st Semester Total  = $  58.20 

2nd Semester Total = $101.80 

Year Total   = $160.00 

Jekyll Island Total = $170.00 

ALEKS   = $  40.00 

GRAND TOTAL  = $370.00  

Date Name of Field 
study 

Cost per 
child/Campu

s 

Curricular Links 

Jan BioBus FREE/ON Earth Processes 

1/23 National Archives 
  

$6.30/OFF Civics/Great De-
pression 

2/5 
  

Atlanta History 
Center 

$12.50/OFF Centennial Olympic 
Games – world his-
tory, customs, cul-
tures 

2/13 
  

Carlos Museum $12.50/OFF Architecture-civic 
and economic 

Feb Venezuelan Guest Free/ON Political, Economic, 
Civic South Amer-
ica 

Feb GA Aquarium $22.30/OFF Oceanography 

2/21 
or 
2/28 

Mediterranean Gro-
cery 

$12.00/OFF Arabic Culture, lan-
guage 

3/5 Stone Mountain $6.30/OFF Weathering, Ero-

3/12 
  

Atlanta Preserva-
tion Center 

$13.00/OFF Architecture-civic 
and economic 

March 
  

Fernbank Natural 
History Museum 

$18.30/OFF Inside the Earth, 
Oceanography 



7th Grade Field Studies 

Where?? When?? Cost/student 

Arabic Field Study February 21 or 28  $12/student 

   

   

   

   

Georgia Nature Center January 22 

*Be here at 
7:40am* 

$18/student 

Stone Mountain 
7th: Exploring Wetlands and Unlocking Plant Life 
8th: Service Learning through restoration of plant gar-
den 

Feb/March 
(All MS) 

$7/student 

Fern Bank 
7th/8th tbd 
  

March 
(All MS) 

$20/student 

Total per Student   $110.00 



8th Grade Field Studies 

Where?? When?? Cost/student 

Arabic Field Study February 21 or 28 $12/student 

   

   

   

   

   

   

Georgia Nature Center January 22 

*be here at 
7:40am* 

$18/student 

Stone Mountain 
7th: Exploring Wetlands and Unlocking Plant Life 
8th: Service Learning through restoration of plant gar-
den 

Feb/March 
(All MS) 

$7/student 

Fern Bank 
7th/8th tbd 

March 
(All MS) 

$20/student 

Total per Student   $140.00 


